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“A p r i l  s h o w e r s  b r i n g  M a y  f l o w e r s "  i s  a  b e a u t i f u l  m e t a p h o r  f o r  h o w
d i f f i c u l t  o r  c h a l l e n g i n g  t i m e s  c a n  e v e n t u a l l y  l e a d  t o  g r o w t h ,  b e a u t y,

a n d  r e n e w a l .  W h e n  c o m b i n e d  w i t h  t h o u g h t s  o n  e n d  o f  l i f e  a n d  g r i e f ,  i t
s u g g e s t s  t h a t  e v e n  t h o u g h  w e  e x p e r i e n c e  s o r r o w,  l o s s ,  o r  h a r d s h i p ,

t h o s e  s t r u g g l e s  m a y  l e a d  t o  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n ,  h e a l i n g ,  a n d  p e r h a p s  e v e n
a  n e w  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  l i f e  a n d  l o v e .

G r i e f ,  l i k e  t h e  r a i n  i n  A p r i l ,  c a n  f e e l  o v e r w h e l m i n g ,  c o l d ,  a n d  e n d l e s s .
I t ’ s  o f t e n  u n p r e d i c t a b l e ,  l e a v i n g  u s  i n  m o m e n t s  o f  d e e p  s a d n e s s  a n d

q u e s t i o n i n g .  Ye t ,  j u s t  a s  t h e  r a i n  n u r t u r e s  t h e  s o i l  f o r  f l o w e r s  t o
b l o o m ,  o u r  g r i e f  c a n  n o u r i s h  u s  i n  u n e x p e c t e d  w a y s .  O v e r  t i m e ,

t h o u g h  i t  m a y  n o t  f e e l  l i k e  i t  i n  t h e  m o m e n t ,  h e a l i n g  c a n  c o m e ,  a n d
w i t h  i t ,  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  f o r  n e w  g r o w t h  —  a  d e e p e r  a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  t h e
p r e s e n t ,  a  m o r e  p r o f o u n d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  o u r s e l v e s ,  a n d  a n  e v e n t u a l

a c c e p t a n c e  o f  t h e  c y c l e  o f  l i f e  a n d  d e a t h .

T h e  s a y i n g  r e m i n d s  u s  t h a t  b e a u t y  o f t e n  a r i s e s  a f t e r  h a r d s h i p ,  a n d
t h o u g h  w e  m a y  n e v e r  f o r g e t  t h e  l o s s ,  w e  c a n  f i n d  m o m e n t s  o f  p e a c e

a n d  r e n e w a l  i n  t h e  l i f e  w e  c o n t i n u e  t o  l i v e .  F l o w e r s  b l o o m  i n  M a y,  n o t
b e c a u s e  t h e  r a i n  w a s  e a s y,  b u t  b e c a u s e  i t  w a s  n e c e s s a r y .  J u s t  l i k e  o u r

h e a r t s ,  w h i c h  m a y  b r e a k  i n  g r i e f  b u t  a l s o  h a v e  t h e  c a p a c i t y  t o  h e a l
a n d  f l o u r i s h  i n  t i m e .



In  Lov ing  Memory

W e  e x t e n d  o u r  h e a r t f e l t  s y m p a t h y  t o  t h e  f a m i l i e s  a n d  f r i e n d s  w h o s e  l o v e d  o n e s  h a v e
r e c e n t l y  p a s s e d  a w a y .   W e  a r e  g r a t e f u l  f o r  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  h a v e  s h a r e d  i n  t h e  l i v e s  o f

s u c h  s p e c i a l  p e o p l e .

R E C E N T  F A M I L Y  
C O M M E N T S “A  s i m p l e  “ t h a n k  y o u”  d o e s n ’ t

s e e m  l i k e  e n o u g h .  P e o p l e  l i k e
y o u  m a k e  t h o s e  y o u  c o m e  i n
c o n t a c t  w i t h  f e e l  s p e c i a l  b y

y o u r  a c t s  o f  k i n d n e s s  a n d
d e e d s  o f  t h o u g h t f u l n e s s . ”

M a r k  M y e r s :  1 1 / 2 / 2 0 2 4
G l a d y s  E a s o n :  1 1 / 8 / 2 0 2 4
S y l v i a  B u y e r t :  1 1 / 9 / 2 0 2 4
M a r g a r e t  R o s e n d a l e :  1 1 / 1 7 / 2 0 2 4
H a r o l d  H e i e :  1 1 / 1 8 / 2 0 2 4
S h i r l e y  M o u w :  1 1 / 1 9 / 2 0 2 4
N e l v i n  M i e d e m a :  1 1 / 2 8 / 2 0 2 4
J o h n  D e n  H a r t o g :  1 1 / 2 8 / 2 0 2 4
N e l m a  B y k e r :  1 2 / 4 / 2 0 2 4
M a r g a r e t  K l e i n :  1 2 / 7 / 2 0 2 4
D e b r a  V a n  B r u g g e n :  1 2 / 1 1 / 2 0 2 4
M a r i e  V a n  V e l d h u i z e n :  1 2 / 1 8 / 2 0 2 4
O t t o  H u i z e n g a :  1 2 / 2 9 / 2 0 2 4
M a r g a r e t  F e r n o w :  1 2 / 2 9 / 2 0 2 4
B e t h a n y  B u r e n :  1 / 3 / 2 0 2 5
C a s e y  K o r v e r :  1 / 6 / 2 0 2 5
J u d y  D e J o n g :  1 / 7 / 2 0 2 5
M a r v i n  U r b a n :  1 / 2 0 / 2 0 2 5

R o d n e y  V a n  R o e k e l :  1 / 2 3 / 2 0 2 5
D e l v o n  R i e d e m a n n :  2 / 4 / 2 0 2 5
D e b  D e B o e r :  2 / 7 / 2 0 2 5
N i c o l a a s  D o r h o u t :  2 / 8 / 2 0 2 5
J a n e t  S c o t t y :  2 / 1 3 / 2 0 2 5
E l l i a s  V i s s e r :  2 / 2 2 / 2 0 2 5
D u a n e  B o n n e m a :  2 / 2 5 / 2 0 2 5
S o n n y  V a n  B e m m e l :  2 / 2 7 / 2 0 2 5
R o d n e y  V a n  D e  G r i e n d :  3 / 3 / 2 0 2 5
P h y l l i s  J u n g e r s :  3 / 1 6 / 2 0 2 5
R u t h  R o e t m a n :  3 / 1 9 / 2 0 2 5
L o u i s e  A u c h s t e t t e r :  3 / 1 9 / 2 0 2 5
E l n o r a  K o e d a m :  3 / 2 0 / 2 0 2 5
B e r n a r d  P a u l s e n :  3 / 2 2 / 2 0 2 5
A n n a  R a d e r :  3 / 2 2 / 2 0 2 5
S t e p h a n  S a v i l l e :  3 / 2 4 / 2 0 2 5
A u d r e y  L a n d e g e n t :  3 / 2 6 / 2 0 2 5
S u s a n  M a g a r i l :  4 / 9 / 2 0 2 5

“ T h a n k  y o u  f r o m  t h e  b o t t o m  o f  o u r
h e a r t s  f o r  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  l o v i n g ,

a n d  e x c e p t i o n a l  c a r e  y o u  p r o v i d e d
f o r  o u r  f a t h e r ,  h u s b a n d ,  g r a n d p a ,
a n d  g r e a t  g r a n d p a .  I t  w a s  t r u l y  a
b l e s s i n g  t o  k n o w  y o u  w e r e  h e r e  t o
h e l p  u s  a l o n g  t h i s  d i f f i c u l t  t i m e . ”
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H O S P I C E  H A P P E N I N G S
D e c e m b e r  4 ,  2 0 2 4  w a s  o u r  a n n u a l  T r e e  o f
R e m e m b r a n c e  C e r e m o n y  w h e r e  w e  w e r e  a b l e
t o  g a t h e r  a s  h o s p i c e  s t a f f ,  v o l u n t e e r s ,  a n d
b e r e a v e d  f a m i l i e s  t o  h o n o r  t h o s e  t h a t  h a v e
p a s s e d  o n  h o s p i c e  f r o m  N o v e m b e r  2 0 2 3  t o
N o v e m b e r  2 0 2 4 .  W e  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o
g a t h e r i n g  a g a i n  t h i s  c o m i n g  D e c e m b e r .  

M a r c h  4 ,  2 0 2 5  t h r o u g h  A p r i l  1 ,  2 0 2 5  h o s p i c e
w a s  a b l e  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  a  g r i e f  c l a s s  w i t h  6
a t t e n d e e s .  I t  w a s  a  w o n d e r f u l  t i m e  o f
f e l l o w s h i p  t h r o u g h  c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  t e a r s ,  a n d
l a u g h t e r .  A s  a  r e m i n d e r ,  h o s p i c e  h o s t s  t w o
g r i e f  c l a s s e s  a  y e a r ,  o n e  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  a n d
o n e  i n  t h e  f a l l .  T h i s  c l a s s  i s  h e l d  f o r  5
c o n s e c u t i v e  T u e s d a y  a f t e r n o o n s  f r o m  1 : 0 0 p m
t o  2 : 3 0 p m .  I f  y o u  h a v e  e v e r  c o n s i d e r e d
j o i n i n g  a  g r i e f  c l a s s  w e  i n v i t e  y o u  t o  s i g n  u p
f o r  t h e  f a l l  c l a s s .  M o r e  i n f o  t o  c o m e .

A p r i l  8 ,  2 0 2 5  O C A H S  h o s p i c e  j o i n e d  w i t h
V i s t a  P r a i r i e  a t  F i e l d c r e s t  a s s i s t e d  l i v i n g  i n
S h e l d o n  t o  h o n o r  r e s i d e n t s  w h o  h a v e  p a s s e d
i n  t h e  l a s t  y e a r .  W e  a l w a y s  e n j o y
c o l l a b o r a t i n g  w i t h  o t h e r  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  a n
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s u r r o u n d  g r i e v i n g  f a m i l i e s .  

T R E E  O F  R E M E M B R A N C E

N E W  H O S P I C E  C H A P L A I N
R e v .  D r .  T o m  S m i t h  i s  a  n a t i v e  o f  N e w k i r k ,  I o w a
a n d  a  g r a d u a t e  o f  N o r t h w e s t e r n  C o l l e g e .   H e
a t t e n d e d  W e s t e r n  T h e o l o g i c a l  S e m i n a r y  i n
H o l l a n d ,  M i c h i g a n ,  a n d  t h r o u g h  t h e  c o u r s e  o f
h i s  n e a r l y  4 0  y e a r s  i n  p a s t o r a l  m i n i s t r y  s e r v e d
c o n g r e g a t i o n s  i n  M i c h i g a n ,  N o r t h  D a k o t a ,
M i n n e s o t a  a n d  I o w a .  I n  1 9 9 5  h e  c o m p l e t e d  a
D o c t o r  o f  M i n i s t r y  d e g r e e  f r o m  B e t h e l
T h e o l o g i c a l  S e m i n a r y  i n  S t .  P a u l ,  M N .   F o r  e i g h t
y e a r s  T o m  w a s  t h e  R e g i o n a l  S y n o d  E x e c u t i v e  f o r
t h e  R C A ’ s  R e g i o n a l  S y n o d  o f  t h e  H e a r t l a n d .
T o m  a n d  h i s  w i f e ,  P e g ,  h a v e  b e e n  m a r r i e d  5 2
y e a r s  a n d  t h e y  h a v e  t w o  g r o w n  c h i l d r e n  a n d
t w o  g r a n d c h i l d r e n .   I n  r e t i r e m e n t  T o m  w o r k s
h a l f - t i m e  f o r  t h e  R C A  a s  t h e  A s s o c i a t e  D i r e c t o r
o f  C h u r c h  M u l t i p l i c a t i o n ,  a n d  T o m  a n d  P e g
t o g e t h e r  a r e  R e t i r e e  C h a p l a i n s  f o r  r e t i r e d  R C A
m i n i s t e r s ,  m i s s i o n a r i e s  a n d  s u r v i v i n g  s p o u s e s .



W H Y  W E  N E E D  V O L U N T E E R S
Hospice Volunteers are the Heart of
Hospice!
Volunteers are a vital piece in
our hospice team.  They are a
group of specially trained,
compassionate individuals that
give freely of their time to help
in a variety of ways. They are
creative and flexible in their
roles to address patient and
family needs. This list of things
volunteers do is just the tip of
the iceberg:

read a book or devotions
hold a hand
light cleaning/tidying 
bake treats
write letters
listen to cherished memories
touch a heart

Is this something you would like
to learn more about?  If you have
a passion for serving and are
dedicated to making a difference
in the lives of others, please call
Amber Theis, Volunteer
Coordinator, at 712.737.5279 or
email at
amber.theis@ochealthsystem.org

“N o  o n e  i s  m o r e
c h e r i s h e d  i n  t h i s

w o r l d  t h a n  s o m e o n e
w h o  l i g h t e n s  t h e

b u r d e n  o f  a n o t h e r .
T h a n k  y o u . ”

J o s e p h  A d d i s o n
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G R I E F  L I B R A R Y  R E S O U R C E S
Looking for a bookkeeper:

You might be thinking accountant, but we’re actually looking for people who might be
keeping books.

The books we’re looking for belong to the Home Health & Hospice library. We have a
good selection of books to help you along your journey as you deal with grief. There are
resources for all, including children, teens, young adults, and resources for veterans. We
encourage you to use them.

Some books were borrowed through the normal checkout process. Some were simply
borrowed. The problem is that they were not returned. Your life is often thrown into
chaos when difficult situations arise, so it’s understandable that these items can be
overlooked.

Would you please check your bookshelves, cupboards or perhaps under a chair to see if a
book is there. If found, please return to our office. Or call us and we’d be happy to pick it
up. Thank you!

400 Central Ave NW, Orange City, IA 51041 or call 712-737-5279



C A R L  S C H W A R T Z                         M E L I N D A  S C H W A R T Z
R O S E  S H A F E R                             L A N C E  S H A F E R
J U D Y  D E J O N G                              R U S S E L L  K R U L L ,  B A R B A R A  K R U L L ,  D O N  &  S H A R O N  K R U L L ,
                                                J E R R Y  & J U L I E  H E N R I C H ,  J I M  A B E R S O N
R O D N E Y  V A N  R O E K E L                   M O N A  S C H R O E T E R ,  D U A N E  &  J U D Y  P A L S ,  J I M  A B E R S O N ,
                                                W I L M E R  &  W Y N E T T A  V A N  D E  B E R G ,  B E R T R U S  &  J E N E A N
                                                M O S T E R D ,  M A R L A  M O O I B R O E K ,  D A N I E L  &  M E L I N D A  V A N
                                                R O E K E L ,  C A R O L  M I C K E L S O N ,  B A R B A R A  &  J A M E S  E P P E L ,
                                                E L E A N O R  V A N  R O E K E L ,  L O R N A  B Y L S M A ,  J I M  A B E R S O N
M A R V I N  U R B A N                           J E F F R Y  &  M A R Y  D R I G G S ,  J O H N  &  J A Y N E  M I L L E R ,  L O I S
                                                P A U S C H ,  A R L E Y  &  S H A R O N  B E I T E L S P A C H E R ,  S T E P H A N I E  &
                                                R O D N E Y  J U R G E N S ,  H E N R Y  &  B E C K Y  B E I T E L S P A C H E R ,
                                                K E N N E T H  &  B E T T Y  S W A N S O N ,  J O Y C E  W I L L E R ,  D U A N E  &
                                                S H A R O N  P O P K E N
C A R M E N  G R E E N                           M A T T  &  K E L L Y  G R E E N
D E B  D E B O E R                               B R U C E  &  C O N N I E  L E F E V E R ,  J O  W I N K O W I T S C H ,  M A R K  &
                                                L U C I N D A  H U I Z E N G A ,  J I M  D E B O E R
M A R G A R E T  F E R N O W                     V A N D E  B E R G  S C A L E S ,  G R E G O R Y  &  G A I L  D E  W I T ,  D R E W  &
                                                A N N E  B O A L S ,  R O G E R  &  M A R G A R E T  R O G H A I R ,  T E R R Y  &
                                                C O L E T T E  H O F M E Y E R ,  S U S A N  &  V I N C E N T   Y I N G E R ,  A L L E N
                                                F E R N O W ,  T H O M A S  &  J E N I F E R  O L S E N ,  L Y L E  &  M A R Y  L U N D G R E N
D E L V O N  “ L E E”  R I E D E M A N N         R I E D E M A N N  T R U C K I N G ,  M A R S H A  R I E D E M A N N
S O N N Y  V A N  B E M M E L                    D A V I D  A N D  K A Y  K R O E S E

Y o u r  g e n e r o u s  d o n a t i o n  e n s u r e s  t h e  c o n t i n u o u s  p r o v i s i o n  o f  h i g h - q u a l i t y  h o s p i c e  c a r e  f o r
t h o s e  f a c i n g  l i f e - l i m i t i n g  i l l n e s s e s .  

F R O M  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y

Gifts
I N  M E M O R Y  O F G I V E N  B Y

G E N E R A L  D O N A T I O N S  G I V E N  B Y

S T A P L E S  ( V O L U N T E E R  T - S H I R T S ) ,  F I R S T  C H R I S T I A N  R E F O R M E D  C H U R C H ,  R O S E
T E G R O T E N H U I S ,  B R U C E  &  A M Y  S C H U T T ,  R O D N E Y  A N D  C I N D Y  P O T T E B A U M ,

V E R N E L L  K U I P E R ,  G E O R G E  V O G E L ,  R O N A L D  &  J O Y C E  B R A D L E Y ,  P E O P L E S  B A N K ,
J O A N N  F E D D E R S  M E M O R I A L ,  J A N I C E  K U I P E R ,  S T .  P A U L ' S  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H ,
D A V I D  &  L O R I  H E I L M A N ,  V I V I A N  M C P H E R S O N ,  D A V I D  &  B E T H  V A N D E R  W E R F F ,

M A R Y  B E T H  R E U V E R S ,  M A R Y  A B E L S ,  A L V I N  &  A L V I N A  K O O I M A N
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M A I L I N G   1 0 0 0  L I N C O L N  C I R .  S E  O R A N G E  C I T Y ,  I A   5 1 0 4 1

P R E S E N T E D  T O  Y O U  B Y

L O C A T I O N   4 0 0  C E N T R A L  A V E N U E  N W  O R A N G E  C I T Y ,  I A  


